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Feedback and Marking Policy 
Updated February 2026
Rationale
· Be specific, accurate, meaningful and clear.
· Redirect or refocus either the teacher’s or the learner’s actions to achieve a goal.
· Encourage and support further effort.
· Provide specific guidance on how to improve and not just tell students when they are wrong. 
Aims & Principles 
· To ensure that feedback and assessment of children’s learning promotes progress and identifies where additional support or intervention is required.
· To ensure the sole purpose of feedback and assessment is to further children’s learning.
· To ensure any written comments are accessible to students as appropriate to their age and ability.
· To ensure that feedback is reviewed and acted upon by pupils. Time for pupils to act upon feedback is essential.
Guidelines 
· Feedback should relate to clear learning objectives (LOs) which are understood by the child; LOs should be tightly focused and describe the learning precisely. Children will write a title linked to the LO. 
· Marking should be legible and in line with school handwriting policy.
· Children should be actively involved in responding to their learning and improving in blue pen.
· Peer assessment opportunities should be planned for and actioned by pupils and a blue pen used.
· The class teacher has overall responsibility for ensuring that children’s learning is assessed. However, assessment of learning should be carried out in line with this policy by any adult supporting learning e.g. teaching assistants are responsible for assessing their group’s learning. 
· All marking provided by the teacher or teaching assistant should be in green pen. 
· Codes are used to indicate other aspects of marking. (see codes)
· Assessment should be used to inform future planning and target setting.

Feedback
· The process of marking and offering incisive feedback should be provided in the moment; it is a dialogue that takes place between teacher/teaching assistant and child, ideally while the learning is still being completed.
· Teachers and teaching assistants should promote children's self/peer-assessment into a wider process of engaging the child in their own learning and developing their ability to self scaffold their learning.
· Whenever possible, marking and feedback should involve the child directly. The younger the child, the more important it is that the feedback is oral and immediate.
· Feedback in the moment will help a child to identify their key priorities for improvement and the progress they are making towards personal targets.
· Teachers will ensure that understanding is checked systematically when marking in the
moment and they will swiftly adapt their teaching accordingly.
· All staff will note errors that are made by many children and use them to inform future
planning.
· Teachers and teaching assistants will make and distinguish between mistakes and errors.
An error occurs when answering a question that a child has not understood/ mastered and
requires swift intervention. Mistakes can be identified by an adult or child and should be
self-corrected by the child.

Marking Codes (to be used during live marking and on extended written pieces).
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Tick for maths and for English. This learning is correct. I like this aspect of your learning.


	
Green highlighting or pen
	
Now try/ Could you/ Next step… To be used during live marking and
where appropriate. 


	.
	
Dot for maths and for English. This learning is not correct, please look
again 


	
……………
	
Spelling mistakes must not be identified in independent writing other than ‘check SPs’ at the bottom of the paragraph or piece of writing i.e. not in the margin.


	
??

	
Check it makes sense/edit this part. 


	
//

	
New paragraph 


	
^
	
Check for a missing word.


	O
	
Writing - missing capital letter or punctuation.
Maths – incorrect number within a calculation.


	P
	
Missing punctuation


	G
	
Grammatical error


	Teacher/TA initials with up to 3 dots e.g. TT…
	
This learning was completed with support or in a guided group – next to where the support took place. 1 dot – little support, 2 dots – some support, 3 dots – a lot of support
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