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	National Curriculum Programmes of Study and EYFS Framework

	
	FS2
	Y1
	Y2
	Y3
	Y4
	Y5
	Y6

	
	Understanding of the World - Past and Present 

Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps
	Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 

	Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge.

	
	
	Locational knowledge 
• name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 
• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas
	Locational knowledge 
• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 
• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 
• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)

	
	
	Place knowledge 
• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country
	Place knowledge 
• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America

	
	
	Human and physical geography 
• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 
• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: o key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather o key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
	Human and physical geography 
• describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
• describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water

	
	
	Geographical skills and fieldwork 
• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 
• use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map 
• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 
• use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment
	Geographical skills and fieldwork 
• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 
• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 
• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies

	Concepts

	
	FS2
	Y1
	Y2
	Y3
	Y4
	Y5
	Y6

	Place
	
	Where would I like to visit in the UK?
Focus on the Seaside resorts in UK

How are places around the world different? Focus on hot and cold places

	What is life like in the city?  Focus on a comparison between Sheffield and Beijing

	What does it look like where I live?
Focus on physical Geography of UK and our Local area – peak district

	How well do we know our European neighbours?  Focus on a comparison between UK and Mediterranean

	Where in the world is Brazil?
Focus on comparing South America – Brazil and Sao Paulo or Rio de Janeiro

	

	Space
	Outdoor Learning week in May Map skills Systems
	Outdoor Learning week in May Map skills Systems
	Outdoor Learning week in May Map skills Systems

How do maps help us to learn about different places?
Focus on the UK and our school
	Outdoor Learning week in May Map skills Systems
	Outdoor Learning week in May Map skills Systems
	Outdoor Learning week in May Map skills Systems
	Outdoor Learning week in May Map skills Systems

	Earth Systems
	
	How are places around the world different? Focus on hot and cold places

	
	Why is our planet so hazardous? 
Focus on volcanoes and Earthquakes 

	
	Why is Earth nicknamed the Blue Planet?
Focus on Bodies of water around the world, Water cycle, rivers and water pollution. Where does our water in our houses come from?

	How can we save our Biomes?
Focus on physical geography, including climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts.


	Environment
	
	
	How do maps help us to learn about different places? Our local environment.
Focus on the UK and our school
	Why is our planet so hazardous? 
Focus on volcanoes and Earthquakes 

	How can we be more sustainable?
Focus on Trade and fair trade.
Focus on use of sustainable energy.







	Why is our planet so hazardous? 
Focus on volcanoes and Earthquakes 

	Are humans destroying our planet?
Focus on how climate varies and how we are affecting it?


	Yearly Progression of NC Knowledge, Skills and Understanding - SUBSTANTIVE KNOWLEDGE

	
	Location Knowledge - (Declarative Knowledge)

	The Local area
	Know the name of my school. 

Know the town/city where I live.

Know basic relative positional language
	Understand where I live and where my school is in the local area, and use simple locational and directional language (e.g. near, far, up, down, left, right, forwards and backwards
	Name, locate and describe key landmarks in the local area, using simple locational/directional language and the four main compass directions.
	Name, locate, describe and discuss key  landmarks and
geographical features of
the local area, employing
the use of the eight points of a compass, four figure grid references, maps, symbols and keys.
	
	Name, locate & describe
a local river and
understand how it has
changed over time, using,
the eight compass points,
six-figure grid references,
maps, symbols and keys
	

	The UK
	Know that England is their home country. 

Know that London is the capital city of England. 

Begin to name/locate all the countries in the UK and their capital cities
	Name and locate the
countries in the UK and
their capital cities.

Name the surrounding seas of the UK


	Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas
	Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical  characteristics, key topographical features
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and  understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.

	Europe 
Explore land-use  patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time for both cities.

Name & locate counties
and cities of the UK,
national parks and their
topographical features
(inc hills, mountains,
coasts & rivers), using
the eight points of a
compass, four figure grid
references, maps,
symbols and keys
	Locate and describe
human and physical
features of the UK (e.g.
coasts, rivers, mountain
ranges, counties and
cities), using locational/
directional language, 8
points of a compass, six
figure grid references,
maps, symbols and keys
	

	The World
	Understand the terms
‘land’ and ‘sea’.
	Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans
	Name and locate the
country, continent and
surrounding seas of a
contrasting non-European locality, and use this to describe aspects of this locality, including use of simple locational /directional language, the four main compass directions and the terms ‘poles’ and ‘equator
	Name and locate major
volcanoes, major
settlements and rural
regions of the world,
employing the use of the
eight points of a compass, maps, symbols and keys.
Locate key Earthquake
zones of the world,
including an Earthquake
location study. 

Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere
	Europe – London and Berlin
Explore land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time for both cities.

Locate the countries of
Europe using maps, and
their environmental
regions, key physical and
human characteristics
(rivers, mountains,
capitals, landmarks) and
major cities.
	Name, locate and
describe some of the
world’s major rivers,
employing the use of the eight points of a
compass, maps, symbols and keys.

Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on South America,  concentrating on its environmental regions,
key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities

,
	Identify the position and
significance of latitude,
longitude, Equator, the
hemisphere, the Tropics
of Cancer and Capricorn,
Arctic and Antarctic
Circle, the Greenwich
Meridian and time zones,
relating these to their
climate, biomes, seasons
and vegetation

Europe - Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia

	Place knowledge - (Declarative Knowledge)

	Comparisons
	Make simple
comparisons between
their locality and other
relevant places in the
world (e.g. where their
parents/families come
from).


Make simple
comparisons between
familiar environments
(e.g. home, school,
farm)
	
	Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the UK, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country
	
	Study, understand, write
about, draw and label
key similarities and
differences of the
human and physical
geography studied,
between a region of the United Kingdom and another region of Europe,
including climate, land
use, settlements and key
physical features (e.g.
mountains, coasts and
rivers).
	Study, understand, write
about, draw and label
key human and physical
similarities and
differences between the
UK and North/South
America, including
climate, environmental
regions, key physical and
human characteristics
(e.g. coasts, seas, rivers,
mountains, capitals and
other major cities,
landmarks, lakes.
population).









	

	Physical Geography - (Declarative Knowledge)

	Weather and Climate
	Name the four seasons
and begin to describe associated weather.
Record weather daily


	Identify and describe weather associated with the four seasons.
Identify that the North and South poles are cold and the equator is hot.
	Identify and describe weather associated with the four seasons, including understanding a basic weather forecast.
Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles, and make comparisons with local weather.
	
	Begin to understand the basic process of climate change its causes, implications and changes require

	
	Understand the different climate zones of the world (tropical, temperate, polar), including the significance of the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, the Equator and the polar regions.

Understand the basic process of climate change its causes, implications and changes require


	Other Physical Features and Processes
	Begin to use basic
geographical vocabulary
to refer to key physical
features of the local
area and the UK, such
as: beach, cliff, coast,
forest, hill, mountain,
sea, ocean, river, soil,
valley, vegetation,
season and weather
	Begin to use basic
geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features of the local area and the UK, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather.  





	Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features of the local area, the UK and a contrasting non-European locality, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather.
	Describe and understand
key aspects of volcano formation, the process of volcanic eruptions, the different types of volcano and their physical effects on the environment.

Describe and understand
the causes, processes
and effects of
Earthquakes and
Tsunamis, the different
types of Earthquakes
and their physical effects
on the environment,
including a focus study
on particular Earthquake and/or Tsunami.









	Explore land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
	Describe and explain the water cycle.

Describe and explain river formation and key features of river systems.

Identify and describe coastal and mountain features of the UK.

Understand the distribution of natural resources including water
	Understand the different climate zones of the world (tropical, temperate, polar), including the significance of the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, the Equator and the polar regions.

Understand the basic process of climate change its causes, implications and changes required.

Climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts

	Geography Skills- Procedural knowledge

	Map skills
	
	Using maps 
Use a simple picture map to move around the school 
Use relative vocabulary such as bigger, smaller, like, dislike 
Use directional language such as near and far, up and down, left and right, forwards and backwards 

Map knowledge 
Use world maps to identify the UK in its position in the world. 
Use maps to locate the four countries and capital cities of UK and its surrounding seas 
Locate on a globe and world map the hot and cold areas of the world including the Equator and the North and South Poles 

Making maps 
Draw basic maps, including appropriate symbols and pictures to represent places or features 
Use photographs and maps to identify features
	Using maps 
Follow a route on a map 
Use simple compass directions (North, South, East, West)
Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features 

Map knowledge 
Locate and name on a world map and globe the seven continents and five oceans. 


Making maps 
Draw or make a map of real or imaginary places (e.g. add detail to a sketch map from aerial photograph) 
Use and construct basic symbols in a key
	Using maps 
Follow a route on a map with some accuracy 
Locate places using a range of maps including OS & digital 
Begin to match boundaries (e.g. find same boundary of a country on different scale maps) 
Use 4 figure compasses, and letter/number co-ordinates to identify features on a map 

Map knowledge 
Locate the UK on a variety of different scale maps 
Name & locate the counties and cities of the UK 

Making maps 
Try to make a map of a short route experiences, with features in current order 
Create a simple scale drawing Use standard symbols, and understand the importance of a key
	Using maps 
Follow a route on a large scale map 
Locate places on a range of maps (variety of scales) 
Identify features on an aerial photograph, digital or computer map 
Begin to use 8 figure compass and four figure grid references to identify features on a map 

Map knowledge 
Locate Europe on a large scale map or globe, 
Name and locate countries in Europe (including Russia) and their capitals cities 

Making maps Recognise and use OS map symbols, including completion of a key and understanding why it is important 
Draw a sketch map from a high viewpoint
	Using maps 
Compare maps with aerial photographs 
Select a map for a specific purpose 
Begin to use atlases to find out other information (e.g. temperature) 
Find and recognise places on maps of different scales 
Use 8 figure compasses, begin to use 6 figure grid references. 

Map knowledge 
Locate the world’s countries, focus on North & South America 
Identify the position and significance of lines of longitude & latitude 

Making maps 
Draw a variety of thematic maps based on their own data 
Draw a sketch map using symbols and a key, 
Use and recognise OS map symbols regularly
	Using maps 
Follow a short route on a OS map 
Describe the features shown on an OS map 
Use atlases to find out data about other places 
Use 8 figure compass and 6 figure grid reference accurately 
Use lines of longitude and latitude on maps 

Map knowledge 
Locate the world’s countries on a variety of maps, including the areas studied throughout the Key Stages 

Making maps 
Draw plans of increasing complexity 
Begin to use and recognise atlas symbols

	Field work
	Begin to use observational skills to draw simple plans and routes around their classroom, school, and local area. 

Make simple models of the locality. 

Take photos of buildings and places in school and locality (e.g. build a scene). 
	Begin to use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of a seaside resort (e.g. note taking, videoing, taking photos, data collection, sketches, observations, and labelled maps and photos of roads, parks, nature spots, rivers, shops and buildings). 

	Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the human and physical geography of the school, its grounds and the local area (e.g. note taking, videoing, taking photos, data collection, sketches, observations and labelled maps and photos of: roads, parks, nature spots, rivers, shops and buildings), suggesting reasons for the causes of similarities and differences. 

Carry out a simple survey of the school or local area (e.g. weather, traffic) 
	Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the an area of the peak district using a range of methods, including interviews with locals, annotated sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

	Use fieldwork to observe, record, present and explain information about the changing locality using a range of graphs and written media, including interviews with locals, population data, use of land in the school locality  

	Use fieldwork to observe, record, present and explain information about the changing locality using a range of graphs and written media, including interviews with locals, population data, use of land in the school locality (e.g. classification of buildings into residential, commercial, industry, leisure, public buildings etc), and comparisons with old maps and photographs. 

Use fieldwork to study and present information about a local river; create a working river and observe the physical processes involved. 

	Use fieldwork to observe, record, present and explain information about the changing locality using a range of graphs and written media, including interviews with locals, population data, use of land in the school locality (e.g. classification oof buildings into residential, commercial, industry, leisure, public buildings etc), and comparisons with old maps and photographs. 


	DISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE - ‘knowing how we know’

	Asking and Answering
Questions
	Ask questions about aspects of their familiar world. 

	Ask and respond to geographical questions. 
	Ask and respond to geographical questions using evidence to support answers. 
	Ask and investigate geographical questions, suggesting enquiries to test them. 

	Collecting and Interpreting

	Draw things they see around them. 
	Observe and collect information and data from fieldwork, photos and aerial images, diagrams, globes, atlases and simple maps and charts. 
Understand that geographers learn about the world by observing and collecting data and information. 
	Observe and collect information and data from fieldwork, photos and aerial images, diagrams, globes, atlases, maps, GIS and a range of age-appropriate charts and graphs, choosing an appropriate method to record evidence as needed. 
Understand that geographers learn about the world by observing and collecting data and information. Begin to understand that some knowledge about the world can be revised as we collect new data and information. 
	Observe and collect information and data from fieldwork, photos and aerial images, diagrams, globes, atlases, map, GIS and a range of age-appropriate charts and graphs, choosing an appropriate method to record evidence as needed and provide reasons for this. 
Understand that geographers learn about the world by observing and collecting data and information. Understand that knowledge about the world can be revised as we collect new data and information. 

	Analysing and Communicating

	Communicate simple geographical information with support, orally, using simple pictures, maps and through writing. 
	Analyse and communicate geographical information by constructing simple maps, labelled diagrams, age-appropriate graphs and through writing, using appropriate geographical vocabulary. 
	Analyse and communicate geographical information by constructing maps with keys, labelled diagrams, age-appropriate graphs and through writing at length, using appropriate geographical vocabulary. 
	Analyse, communicate and explain geographical information by constructing maps with keys, labelled diagrams, age-appropriate and through writing at length, using appropriate geographical vocabulary. Choose an appropriate method to communicate information and give reasons for this. 

	Evaluating and Debating

	Describe their immediate environment and express their views about it, with support. 
	Express their own views about the people, places and environments studied. 
	Express their own views about the people, places and environments studied, giving reasons. Compare their views with others. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Reach geographical conclusions and begin to debate the impact of geographical processes and human effects on the world, from given evidence. 
	Express their own views about the people, places and environments studied, giving reasons. Compare their views with others and understand that some geographical knowledge is open to debate, challenge and discussion. 
Reach geographical conclusions, give reasons and critically evaluate and debate the impact of geographical processes and human effects on the world, from given evidence. 
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