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	Overview of unit
In this unit children will focus on using maps to find out about where we live. They will start by studying maps of the UK and locating the countries and capital cities, as well as locating Sheffield. They will then look at how maps can be used to show weather. Next children will look at maps of the local area and identify human and physical features. Following this they will carry out a field work trip around Norfolk Park and specific part of the local area. They will need to follow specific directions and will then identify some of the features which they have already found on maps. Back in school they will create their own map, including a key for the physical and human features they identified on their field trip and from aerial photos. Finally, children will walk around school and create their own map of school including a key. Throughout the unit they will use a variety of directional and geographical language to describe the location of features.


	Big ideas
Week 1 – Why is our environment so important to us?

Week 2 – How do human actions and choices impact the environment?

Week 3 – What can we do at home to help look after our environment?

Week 4 – What can we do at school to help look after our environment?

	Identity – Discuss what it is they like about where they live. What makes it special?
Sustainability and Environment – Discuss what features we have in our local environment. How can we look after our local environment?


	Geographical concepts
· Place
· Space
· Scale
· Interdependence
· Cultural Awareness
· Environmental Impact
· Sustainable Development
	Concept of place  - Identifying the physical and human characteristics of our local area from fieldtrips and maps.

Concept on space – Looking at the location of Sheffield in relation to other places in the UK

Concept of scale – Looking at the difference between maps that show global positions and maps that show local position. Discussing how maps show distance between places.


	NC objectives (substantive)
Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 

Locational Knowledge
Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas

Human/Physical Geography (UK)
city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, shop, beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation
Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom

Geographical skills and fieldwork
Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.

Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map


	Disciplinary Knowledge
· Understand that geographers learn about the world by observing and collecting data and information. 
· Observe and collect information and data from fieldwork, photos and aerial images, diagrams, globes, atlases and simple maps and charts. 
· Analyse and communicate geographical information by constructing simple maps, labelled diagrams, age-appropriate graphs and through writing, using appropriate geographical vocabulary.
· Express their own views about the local environment.
· Ask and respond to geographical questions.



	New Vocabulary
season, weather patterns, compass, directions, location, map, symbols, key, North, South, East, West, surrounding seas, human and physical features
	Prior learning 
Y1
· To know the four UK countries.
· To know the four UK capital cities and one human feature in each city.
· To name at least two seas with the use of UK map to identify their location.
· To know the definitions of human and physical features.
· Use a simple picture map to move around the school 
· Use relative vocabulary such as bigger, smaller, like, dislike 
· Use directional language such as near and far, up and down, left and right, forwards and backwards 

	Crucial Knowledge (To be used for assessment)	
· Name and mark on the countries and their capital cities in the UK on a map.
· Locate Sheffield on a map.
· Know the four seasons and what their weather is likely to be like and how we would show these on a map.
· Name three human and three physical features for the local area.
· Use and draw a key with at least five symbols on a map of the school.
· Follow a route on a map and use simple compass directions (North, South, East, West) (Norfolk Park)


	Lesson 1
Where are we in the world? 

Substantive knowledge 
Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas

Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:
key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea,
ocean, river

Disciplinary knowledge 
Understand that Geographers learn about places using different types of maps


	Review: Name the continents and oceans of the world (revisiting from prior learning) can the children name the continents, oceans, the UK countries, capital cities.

Input
Q) Where is Sheffield in the UK?
Explain that we are going to be using lots of different maps to learn about where we live. Using a UK map can the children name and locate the UK countries and capital cities. Once completed focus with the children asking them to locate where do they think they live in the UK. Children to put pins in a UK map to leave and come back to at the end of the lesson.

Q) What do people use maps for. As a class come up with a list.
Maps help us to identify human and physical features of a place. Geographers use maps to know what places are like.

Q) What do we mean by physical features? Show a list and images of things which might be considered physical features.

Activity: Go around the room and look at different maps of the UK which identify different physical features. Mark them onto own maps.
Remove any misconceptions through peer assessment to check each others maps. 

Focus on the UK map using google maps look at Sheffield and zoom out for the children to see if they can identify any physical features to locate Sheffield on the UK map referring back to the initial question where is Sheffield in the UK? Children to write 3 sentences in their books explaining where Sheffield is on the map using physical features and directional language. 
Vocabulary  - near, far, next to, left, right, in middle, North, East South, West
e.g. Sheffield is in the North of England.
Sheffield is near some hills
Sheffield is near lots of rivers

Plenary
Refer back to the input map and the children’s pins for Sheffield. Can they now identify where Sheffield is on the UK map?


	Lesson 2
How do people use maps to identify seasonal and daily weather where we live?

Substantive knowledge 
To identify seasonal and daily weather patterns. 

Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map

Disciplinary knowledge 
Understand that geographers learn about the weather by observing and collecting information and data
	Review: children to name the 4 seasons and the months. Identify some simple weather symbols. Mark on a map of the UK where Sheffield is.

Input:
Q) What is the weather like today? What symbols would be used on a map for today’s weather. Choose from a selection.

Discuss the job of a meteorologist and some of the ways they find out about the weather.

Watch a weather forecast clip for the rest of this week. Then look at some forecast maps on a website e.g. BBC weather, met office. Provide groups with a map. Can they locate Sheffield on the map. Children to discuss what they think the weather is going to be like in Sheffield for the rest of the week.

Discuss the different types of weather that can be seen on the UK over the next week. 
Watch the clip again and gather vocab used linked with weather and directions.

Activity:
Split children up into groups explaining that they will be reporting the weather forecast for the rest of the week in Sheffield using the forecast maps they have been given to help. 

Children to use symbols on a large UK map displaying them in different areas of the UK when reporting to use directional language, weather language and the country name. Children to record them on ipad.


	Lesson 3
How do we use maps to locate features in our local area?

Substantive knowledge 
To use maps to locate features around our school area
Observe and collect information and data from fieldwork, photos and aerial images, diagrams, globes, atlases and simple maps and charts. 

Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:
key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea,
ocean, river

Disciplinary knowledge 
Understand that Geographers learn about places using different types of maps.

Express their own views about the local environment.

	Review: Sort a list of physical and human features. Match weather symbols to their meaning. Match some simple map symbols.

Input Q) What do symbols on a map represent? How do you use a key? Play a game where children have to match simple map symbols to meanings. Which team can find the most?

Using google maps of Sheffield children to discuss and identify some human and physical features and make a class list of some features of Sheffield. Compare maps to an aerial view. 

Q) What do you like about your local area? What makes it special? Can they refer to some of the features that we have discussed previously.
 
Activity:
Look at a map of Arbourthorne and Norfolk Park.
Children to locate a range of human and physical key features on the map and write them onto a table. Can they locate the school?

Then write some sentences describing the location of the school using directional language. E.g. Norfolk Park is south to the school. The school is next to the tram tracks.

Plenary
After looking at the maps have you learnt anything new about your local area?


	Lesson 4
How do we use a map to show what our local area is like?

Substantive knowledge 
Observe and collect information and data from fieldwork, photos and aerial images, diagrams, globes, atlases and simple maps and charts. 

Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map

Disciplinary knowledge 
Understand that Geographers observe and collect information and data from fieldwork, photos and aerial images, diagrams, globes, atlases and simple maps and charts. 

Express their own views about the local environment.

	Review: Match a variety of maps to their symbols

Input
Fieldwork  - Orienteering in Norfolk Park and the local area. 
Explain that on the walk you want the children to identify their favourite place and why it might be special to them. Does it have a special memory. (link to RSHE)
Provide children with an orienteering map of Norfolk Park and the surrounding area. Explain that we are going to go for a walk around the area and that they need to mark on some of the features that they identified yesterday as they are going to create their own map once they get back into school.

Whilst on the walk adults are to provide the children with directional instructions for them to follow and children need to use their maps. Children will need to find specific locations following these instructions. 
 
Activity:
Provide children with an outline map of Norfolk Park. Using their observations and aerial photos children to mark on features using symbols and a key. 


	Lesson 5 and 6
What does our school look like?

Substantive knowledge 
To study the geography of our own school.

Observe and collect information and data from fieldwork, photos and aerial images, diagrams, globes, atlases and simple maps and charts. 

Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map

Disciplinary knowledge 
Understand that Geographers observe and collect information and data from fieldwork, photos and aerial images, diagrams, globes, atlases and simple maps and charts. 

Analyse and communicate geographical information by constructing simple maps, 
	Review: Name three human and three physical features for the local area.

Fieldwork opportunity: Use orienteering onsite in school

Input:
Q) What are some of the human/physical features in/around our school grounds? What do you think makes our school different others. Look at some photos of another school in the centre of Sheffield. What is similar and what is different?
Make a list of the human and physical features found in the school grounds. 

Children to work in groups to walk around the school grounds making a rough map of features they find.

Activity:
Children then create a detailed map of the school grounds identifying human and physical features on the map. Give the children a basic outline of the school for them to plot the features identified. Create a key of the symbols. Children must identify both human and physical features.

Children to work in groups to create a simple 3D model of school using Lego based on the maps they created in the previous lesson, make sure to label physical features, human features and roads etc. 
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